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Writing in Large Classes

« Consider offering writing assignments during class
time that can then be shared and workshopped

during class.
« Encourage critical thinking and writing skills by emphasizing

writing process over end product.

« Incorporate writing groups and peer review for high-stakes
writing assignments. Provide clear instructions or rubrics to
help students assess peer work appropriately.

« Sequence or scaffold large writing assignments, such as
research papers, into tasks that build on each other over time.

« Consider a variety of formats, audiences, and purposes

when choosing writing assignments:

o Examples: advertisements, speeches, blog posts, D2L
discussions, proposals, study questions, concept papers

Keep writing feedback short and useful, with no more than 4

points addressed on any given assignment.

Additional Resources:
« Teaching Writing_in Large Classrooms Self-Study Module
o Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) Tip Sheet
« Low-Stakes Writing_Exercises - University of Michigan

Engagement and Interaction

« Large and small group discussions about homework, projects,
or course material facilitates critical thinking, human
connection, and a dynamic classroom experience.

« Provide guidelines for email communication and office hours:

o Set expectations for response times and detail what types
of questions are best suited for email.
o Promote group office hours to assist multiple students with
similar needs at once.
o Clearly outline your expectations in course syllabi.
Additional Resources:
« Class Participation Techniques for Larger Classes - PSU

Flipped Classrooms

« Assign introductory materials, such as readings, short videos, or
interactive resources to be completed before class.
« Students can focus on application of course content in class,
with the instructor present, to reinforce comprehension.
Additional Resources:
« Northeastern Center for Advancing Teaching and Learning
Through Research
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Assessment and Evaluation

(LN

« Incorporate low-stakes activities, such as
short reflection writing exercises, that can
be quickly graded for completion.

o Quizzes built in D2L can be automatically
recorded to your gradebook and also help
identify knowledge gaps in course content.

« Holistic grading, ungrading, and
criterion-referenced grading strategies
can reduce the amount of individual
assignment grades needed and provide
valuable formative assessment
opportunities to students.

o Holistic grading: a scoring method to
evaluate writing in which a score is
awarded for the overall quality instead
of for individual traits, such as grammar
and mechanics (D'Angelo & Maid,
2009)

Additional Resources:

o Scored Holistically - Southeastern Missouri
State University
o What is Ungrading? - Duke University LILE

Online Classroom Strategies

o Incorporate meaningful interactive
communication into each class through
discussions.

o Request that cameras stay on.

« Create small-scale opportunities for
discussion and collaboration with breakout
groups.

« Programs, such as Kahoot!, Mentimeter, or
Poll Everywhere promote engagement
throughout lessons.


https://learning.northeastern.edu/teaching-large-classes/flipping-the-large-class/
https://learning.northeastern.edu/teaching-large-classes/flipping-the-large-class/
https://semo.edu/writing-center/proficiency-exams/scored-holistically.html
https://semo.edu/writing-center/proficiency-exams/scored-holistically.html
https://learninginnovation.duke.edu/blog/2022/09/what-is-ungrading/
https://gened.psu.edu/files/docs/Class%20Participation%20Techniques-2%20pages.pdf
https://rise.articulate.com/share/tahS2d6asItNIsjJkElfBGHtVTYDsEyC#/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwac.colostate.edu%2Fdocs%2Ftipsheets%2FlargeclassesSB.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cfrpdc%40iup.edu%7C3b741d51443b419be2b608dc271e5a04%7C96704ed7a3e14bb8ba918b63ee16883e%7C0%7C0%7C638428258506537243%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BWCx54pFGkukCp%2Bu%2BjPxCONvY8zrNLIUAfih5muqsFE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Flsa.umich.edu%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fsweetland-assets%2Fsweetland-documents%2Fteachingresources%2FIntegratingLowStakesWritingIntoLargeClasses%2FIntegratingLow-StakesWritingIntoLargeClasses.pdf&psig=AOvVaw1A9d8b3zzOAekSy49x0wen&ust=1709579822967000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CAgQrpoMahcKEwjQ0uqh59iEAxUAAAAAHQAAAAAQBA

ﬁ—u—] o) Faculty Resource Guide
_U_ for Teaching in Large Classes

Allard, E., Carter, P., Holmes, H., Kruithof, J., Marquis, N., O’Shaughnessy, B., Prowse, T., Swanson, C., Voros, G., & Young, D.
(2018). Effective Teaching in Large Classes - Strategies from Social Sciences Instructors. Macpherson Institute. February 25,
2024, https://mi.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/2020/02/2020SoSciBook_Web.pdf

D'Angelo, B., & Maid, B. (2009). Assessing outcomes in a technical communication capstone. Handbook of Research on
Assessment Technologies, Methods, and Applications in Higher Education, 152-166. https://doi.org/10.4018/978-1-60566-667 -
9.ch009

Hubbard, K., & Tallents, L. (2020). Challenging, exciting, impersonal, nervous: Academic experiences of large class teaching.
Journal of Perspectives in Applied Academic Practice, 8(1), 59-73. https://doi.org/10.14297/jpaap.v8i1.405

Lynch, R. P., & Pappas, E. (2017). A model for teaching large classes: Facilitating a “small class feel.” International Journal of
Higher Education, 6(2), 199. https://doi.org/10.5430/ijhe.v6n2p199

Mahavongtrakul, M. (2019, March 14). 5 Tips for Providing Feedback in Large Online Courses | UCI Division of Teaching
Excellence and Innovation. UCI Division of Teaching Excellence and Innovation. https://dtei.uci.edu/2019/03/14/5-tips-for-
providing-feedback-in-large-online-courses/

Murphy, M., & Hood, L. (n.d.). Writing Activities for Large Classes. State College, Pennsylvania; Schreyer Institute for Teaching
Excellence, Penn State University.

NC State University. (2024). Large Course Assignment and Assessment |deas. Teaching Resources. https://teaching-
resources.delta.ncsu.edu/large-course-assignment-and-assessment-ideas/

Noel, H., & Rodas, M. (2024). Strategies for Teaching Large Case Classes Online. Harvard Business Publishing Education.
https://hbsp.harvard.edu/inspiring-minds/strategies-for-teaching-large-case-classes-online

Northeastern University. (2024). Making the Most of In-Class Time. Center for Advancing Teaching and Learning Through
Research. https://learning.northeastern.edu/teaching-large-classes/flipping-the-large-class/

Swap, R. J., & Walter, J. A. (2015). An approach to engaging students in a large-enrollment, introductory stem college course.
Journal of the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, 15(5), 1-21. https://doi.org/10.14434/josotl.v15i5.18910

Teaching Large Classes. Centre for Teaching and Learning - Western University. (2024).
https://teaching.uwo.ca/teaching/engaging/large-class-teaching.html#Further

Texas A&M University. (2023). Grading and Commenting. The University Writing Center.
https://writingcenter.tamu.edu/faculty-advisors/resources-for-teaching/feedback/grading-and-commenting

University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign. (2023). Large Classes. Center for Innovation in Teaching and Learning.
https://citl.illinois.edu/citl-101/teaching-learning/resources/teaching-in-specific-contexts/large-classes

University of North Carolina at Charlotte. (n.d.). Teaching Large Classes. The Center for Teaching and Learning.
https://teaching.charlotte.edu/services-programs/teaching-guides/lecture-studio-and-large-classes/teaching-large-classes



